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The Church: A Body that Benefits from a Building
The sound of praise and singing coming from a church building is commonplace for most of us. Yet for
many congregations in India that is but a dream. A church building represents more than a
convenient place to meet. With large numbers of people choosing to follow Jesus every day, there is a
huge, ever-growing need for buildings to shelter them from the weather and persecution from
anti-Christian forces. It is also a center for loving fellowship and a launching pad for sharing Christ's
love with the rest of the community.
Think of the countless numbers who long for what we so often take
for granted. Please pray that God would continue to raise up buildings
in India where the church can serve Him in the name of Jesus.

Pray for God to raise
up new church buildings
in India.

Bhawaria Church Building Produces More Fruitful Ministry
Bringing the good news of Jesus to the village of Bhawaria began through the efforts of Pastor
Sakaram. Since Bhawaria was Sakaram’s home, it was easy for him to be a native missionary—to
communicate with the villagers about Jesus and His love in their own language and with an
understanding of their culture.
Still, in the beginning, sharing the
Good News was quite difficult
because of religious and cultural
opposition; but the Lord was with
Sakaram and helped him. The Gospel
began reaching into the hearts of the
people one by one, and the numbers
increased. But until recently, they had
nowhere to meet. The new believers
cried out to God for a church building,
and then they approached NMM for
help.
Today, by the grace of God, construction of a modest building has been completed; and 240 believers
are gathering in the 50 x 35-foot structure every Sunday. Since the building has been finished, many
new faces have appeared to attend different prayer services and the Sunday service. The Holy Spirit
is being manifested in a powerful way, and the numbers are increasing. The new church building is
helping Pastor Sakaram have a much more fruitful ministry.

Chandpur Church Building Testifies of God’s Strength
Six years ago Sunder Lal, an NMM-supported missionary, began a work in Chandpur village in the state of
Madhya Pradesh. Recently 130 believers were finally able to gather in the shelter of a new church building.
They entered their new sanctuary with songs of praise on their lips, filling the open room with worship
music until it was time for the service to begin.
Pastor Sunder shared about the history of their church and the great work the Lord had done to bring them
to that point. Following this historical overview, one of the state leaders shared a message on giving to the
Lord. Inspired, the believers stepped forward
and offered to furnish their new building with
a fan, carpet, and lights.
This modest building, provided by God’s grace
in answer to the prayers of Sunder’s
enthusiastic congregation, is large enough for
everyone to worship together. As a result of
this new facility, even more families are being
added as its dedicated members reach out to
share the Gospel with all those around them!
Having buildings to call their own is a
significant step in the growth of the church in
India. In many North Indian cultures, having a permanent building testifies to the strength of one's
religion and one's god. Most people won't acknowledge a religion if there is no official building or temple
in which to meet. For Pastor Sunder and the believers of this church, a new building provides a reason to
boldly witness to God's goodness and protection over His children.
Pastor Sunder Baptizing People

Bedwan Church Construction Increases Believers’ Faith
Pastor Raju and his wife Seena both teach in the local school. Most of their after school hours are spent
ministering to the people and sharing the love of Jesus.
After years of waiting, Pastor Raju and the believers of his church
decided it was time to break ground for a new church building.
Raju himself donated the land and encouraged the believers to
work by faith and sacrifice towards this project. When they began
the construction, the people had hardly anything in their hands.
But they used whatever funds they did have and trusted God to
come through for them.
Sometimes it seemed the work would have to be stalled. Yet it continued because of sacrificial and
generous offerings from donors like you. Miracles followed as they progressed with the project, and the
building is now one of the best in the region! During the dedication, both believers and nonbelievers were
invited; and the Gospel was shared.
The church family is so grateful for your partnership and the Lord’s blessing that made all of this possible!
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Help Indian Believers Raise Up Church Buildings
The church building provides many benefits for the church body. Having a place to congregate is vital to
the spread of the Gospel. It is there that believers are nurtured in the love of Christ and learn their
responsibility to grow in His grace. It is in coming together that they build each other up and encourage one
another in the face of militant opposition. And it is in fellowship that they pray for each other and learn to
give of their time and meager resources to meet others’ needs.
Would you partner with us to raise up buildings for NMM’s church bodies?

Average cost to build
a rural church is
$10,000 USD.

•

Pray – Please uphold our dear Indian saints in your prayers. Include
those who’ve recently built a building and those still waiting for one.

•

Give – Your generous support combined with the generous support of the local believers made each
of these churches possible. Why not have your Sunday School class, Home group, or entire church set
a goal of funding a church in India?

Remain Fervant!
Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord,
During August, I took a two-week trip to India. By God’s grace, everything
went very well. We had a great pastor’s conference in the state of Madhya
Pradesh, a region which is experiencing tremendous church growth. From
January through August of this year, 600 people—all first generation
Christians—were baptized there. Even though they know life will be
difficult, these believers are still determined to follow Jesus. They accept
that they may lose their job and be treated poorly, perhaps even tortured
and killed for their beliefs; but they willingly take the risk involved in
serving Christ.
In Navapur, 75 of our top leaders came together from all over India for a time of evaluation, reporting,
and rejoicing together for what God has done over the last several months. All of them shared their
stories of growth, persecution, and victory. Thank God for these leaders and their dedication.
I felt your prayers during my trip, and I appreciate very much my relationship with each one of you. I am
in India again October 27 - November 11 for our annual Navapur convention November 5 - 10. Please be
in prayer for the Lord’s provision, protection, and anointing for this great gathering of Indian believers.
Some of you may find it hard to understand why Native Missionary Movement cannot “rest on its
laurels.” After all, the church is growing rapidly. New missionaries are being trained. A new medical
facility enables us to preach the Gospel through the healing of the body. Poor children are taught the
love of Jesus while learning academics. “Why then,” you may ask, “do you continue to be so fervent
about reaching even more lost people?”
The answer is simple: because Jesus made every one of them—hundreds of millions yet to hear the
wonderful name of Jesus. He died for every one of them; and He wants to see every one of them
redeemed and restored. After all, it’s what He wanted for me…and for you too.
Won’t you please pray for NMM and do whatever God lays on your heart? In heaven, we can rest from
our labor. Here and now, may we work together ‘til Jesus comes.
In His service,

Joy Punnoose
President, Native Missionary Movement
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